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was emancipated from the dominion, however
welcome, of his parents and plunged at once into
the great real world of London life and the even
greater unreal world of intellectual discovery.
Together with comrades of his own age he found
himself embarked on a magnificent adventure. Is
it any wonder that he glorified this adventure, that
he regretted its passing, that he envied Pitt the
illustrious descent which permitted him, without
fear of the ridicule and laughter of the world, to
speak " in the grand style,55 and to retain through
his later years the same magic youthful confidence
in the greatness of his abilities and his future?
" We try to be sensible, and we end in being
ordinary; we fear to be eccentric, and we end in
being commonplace.55 Only a William Pitt the
Younger receives " from fortune the inestimable
permission to be himself"*'1 And yet to Bagehot
also, though perhaps in lesser degree, fortune
granted that permission, as we shall see.
His vigour of mind and skill in argument quickly
made him a leader among his fellow students. In
debating, which was held in great esteem at
University College, he was an acknowledged master,
and together with Hutton and W. C. Roscoe
organized the New Debating Society.
Hutton observes of Bagehot as an undergraduate:
In those early days Bagehot's manner was often
supercilious. We used to attack him for his intellectual
arrogance ... a quality which I believe was not
really in him, though he had then much of its external
appearance. Nevertheless his genuine contempt for
what was intellectually feeble was not accompanied
by an even adequate appreciation of his own powers.
At college, however, his satirical " Hear, hear," was